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In early October two meetings of Brazilian Comnunist Party (PCB) members 
were held in the State of tinas Gerais to discuss Communist activities in 
the Clube Militar and in the armed forces{1). The first of these mestings 
was held in Juiz de Fora in the office of rarty leader Tomaz Bernardino(2). 
Among those present was a Communist named Olavo(3), who had just returned 
from Rio and whoa reported on his conversations with important Communists 
and with several active and reserve Army officials. 


Olavo had discussed the question of the Revista do Clube «iilitar(1) with 
the Latter group and stated that all believed thal. the pro-Communist of fi-~ 
cers who elected War Minister Newton istillac Leal president of the club 
would be victorious in the Revista controversy, This group of Army of fi- 
cials is working hard, with the apparent sympathy of General teal, for 
the passage of the Amnesty Law(), which would provide amnesty and all 
senority rights for military personnel who were dismissed from the Army 
for their political beliefs (i.e., Communism) after the 1935 Comnunist 
revolution. Olavo was quoted as having added that the Revista controversy 
had been exploited by the enemies of GCommmism, but that General leal's 
group, whom he called the patriots of Prestes, was well entrenched and 
realized that a victory in the Amesty Law issue would force the passage 
of other laws favorable to the Communists. 


Olavo stated that in order to create confusion, the Communist press was 
going to publish a series of attacks on General Leal, but that Party mem= 
bers themselves should not take this seriously since the General was 
favorably considered by the PCB. 


At the other Communist meeting, which was also held in Juig de Fora at 
the home of State Party leader Milton Fernandes(5), a speech was made by 
Jacy Pacheco, who reported that the Minister of Wer was consulting the 
other ministers and various Army officers concerning the Amesty Law, and 
that it was hoped that complete and unrestricted amnesty would be granted. 
After another Communist in attendance, Reginaldo Guimaraes, had called 
attention to a recent attack on General Leal published by a Party news~ 
paper in Sao Paulo, Yacheco explained that this wes merely a meane of 
creating confusion and that the PCB National Committee had ordered that 
the War Minister be attacked by seme Communist news organs and defended 
by others. 
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Se Towdytis the end of the meeting . Coltitind ot Walter Horeira (6) sevorely 
eriticized the con: ache of the Second Military Region for having 
closed the Asscclacad dos Sargentos (Ser,eants' Association) and urged 
all thése present at. the meoting to make every effort to infiltrate the 
lowd? banks of the Army in order to further the Party's struggle against 
the adverhnont and: the. naLitery leader. 


25X1A lec nents 


25X1X (1) ae after conversations with various militery 
baders, repor Septanbet that the atmosphere of untest pre-~ 
v g in the armed cri earticularly'in the Army, was attri- 
batable to the two follow siatraeyn factors? a) the contro« 
versial political oriéntatidh of the publication Revista do Clube 
Wa idee and b) ‘the Aadiesty . is jcth of yaich were ander debate 
Congress. Attempts to séétle the discord, which was inducing 
many Clube Milibarleaddrs tp ae with the Revista and wad split- 
ting the Aroy intd twd appdrently op.osing camps, were reportedly 
ddretted by Gendérals Cantobert. Pereira ae ta, Alcides Stchgoen, 
Cordéiro Farias, Hduardo Gombs, ‘and Sa} Geser Obino. Oppo- 
sition to tha Amiéity Lair betame so bitter in military circles 
that Army Chief of, Staff Genetldl Pedro Aurelio de Goes Honteieo 
stated that, if the law were pagsed, he woold have the Con 
dissolved. Tha. following weve the. predominant critioiens. eds of 
the léw by Arey offtedals: a 


a it would ‘be unfair td ‘lige with years of setivs ey 
service wie were about td. be Prouited: . 


be How could the amned. torees pay ‘homage annually. te the 
Conmunists who died in the ones revolution of 1935 av 
reap members dd now, . 


Co How, could thare by. any srotieicetten: ao the peasage of 

law #127 of 9 Decenber 1950, which would promote all offie 

cers and wen of the First (States of Rio da Janeiro, Espirito 
25X1A . Snto, and the Federal District) and Seventh (State. of Pernanbuco) 

Military Regions vho pec in the Conmunist revolution. 


iene ee 
25X1A (3) Possibly idextical witha Ulave Jordin Be sae, Coummist student agi- 
‘tator, Cy 
oe Passage of this law would sean that Lute Garles Prestes aad other 


. Commun iste would become generals in the Army. 
25X1A 
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